III. POLITICS

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

On November 20, 1857, Queen Victoria opened her
first Parliament in person. It was a brilliantly
sunny day, and immense crowds had collected to see her.
The people are described as wedged ten to twelve deep
from Buckingham Palace to the Horse Guards, from
Charing Cross to Abingdon Street 'the broad pavement
on either side exhibited one dense mass of human beings',
whilst most of the houses in Parliament Street had
scaffoldings in front, either let out or lent to Mends by
the owners. Palace Yard 'was one dense mass of cabs,
coaches, carts, wagons and vehicles of every kind* which
were also on hire. By noon the House of Lords was
packed with Peers, and the gallery with Peeresses,
some of whom had overflowed into the reporters7 gal-
lery, so that only three reporters got in at all. Peers and
Peeresses were all in full dress.

After a two hour wait *a discharge of artillery an-
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